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l. Are Christianity and Islam Idolatry?

1. Exodus, 19:3,5 n,20" nnw L1
Thou shall have not other gods beside me... forT ~ m>-X 77 721X %2 .10 %Y 20K 217K T2 7777 &Y
the Lord thy God am a jealous God... ..RIP -
2. Deuteronomy, 4:15-16 o-1"0:TDNAT .2

Take therefore good heed to yourselves: for you saw 7170 92 anIRA KL 0 02 MwoIn IRD anTawn
no manner of form on the day that the Lord spoke to  1ynomwn 19 WK 73071 2702 03°9R 7 727 o1
you in Horev out of the midst of the fire. Lest you IR 97 1°320 5H0 95 N1AN 05 035 antwy
act corruptly, and make a carved idol, the similitude

. fyimivh|
of any figure, the likeness of male or female. !
3. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 7b (:r) mr nmaw .3
. Said R. Tahlifa b. Abdimi in the name of Samuel: Q1) :ORIMW AR MPTAR 2 8NN 27 MR
According to R. Ishmael it should always be SNOR 2R DRV ' 01270 ] (PR
forbidden [to transact business] with Natzrim (i.e.,

Nazareans, Christians).
4. Rambam,. Laws of Forbidden Foods, 11:7 ,R" 719 NNIOK NIOXN ND7n 0"an 4
TN

A ger toshav (resident alien), and that is one who accepted
upon himself the seven Noachide commandments, as we
have explained, it is forbidden to drink his wine, but

M3 MIXN Yaw 1PHY 720w RIT 2N T2
,i17°172 AN 7°°NW2 MOK 117 1AR2W

permitted to derive benefit from it... And similarly any non- R TR Y 7AW IPRY M 239
Jew who is not an idolater, like the Muslims, one may not T2 NN TNW NOR 117 DRV
drink their wine but may derive benefit from it. And so 1"V 721V %37 9aR ,0PNIRAT 92 1797 190
have ruled all the Geonim. But the Christians are idolaters, .12 70K 2% anol 7

and one cannot derive benefit from their wine.

5. Tosafot, Avoda Zara, 2a, s.v. Assur qI0K 0" T (.2) NIT NTIAY NivoIn .5
And therefore it seems that the reason for the allowance 2"™2YT DWR NI QYYT AR TN
(to do business with Christians on Sunday in opposition to NTavh s ®97 1A T2 0 WA
the ruling of the mishnah) is because we know that the %3919

non-Jews (lit. idolaters) among us do not worship idols.

(In Tosafot Rabbenu Elchanan: ‘we know that as a result
of this [doing business] they [the Christians] do not go and

k) MW7 - k) '
offer religious thanks.") X? °27127 JPYTT (PR 11027 'ond)

.L(mn
6. Bavli, Bekhorot, 2b (:kA)nnpa .6
Has not the father of Samuel said: One must not form a AWYIW OTRY MOR HRIDWT IR NN R
partnership with a heathen lest he [the heathen] will be 12 200 RAW ,0°2010 7AW QY Moamw
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bound to take an oath to him and he will swear in the name
of his idol and the Torah says: [And make no mention of
the name of other gods.] neither let it be heard out of thy
mouth?

7. Tosfot, ad. loc., s.v. Shema

Based on this, Rabbeinu Shmuel forbids accepting an oath
(from a non-Jew) ... and Rabbeinu Tam allows it ...
Rabbeinu Tam further explains that nowadays they
(Christians) all take oaths in the name of their saints and
they don’t attribute to them any divinity. And although
they mention the name of God and their intention is to
something else (i.e., Jesus), this is not considered the name
of a foreign god because their intention is for the Creator
of Heaven and Earth. And although they “join”
(mishtatef) the heavenly name with another thing, there is
no prohibition of “before the blind do not place a
stumbling block,” because Noahides are not prohibited on
this issue, and for us (Jews), we have not found that there
is a prohibition to bring about such “joining.”

8. Shulchan Aruch, YD, no. 151:1

Rema: Some say that it is forbidden to sell them items that
are used in their worship, only when they cannot purchase
such items elsewhere... and some are strict, and the
custom is to be lenient like the first opinion.

9. Shach, YD, siman 151, number 7

And the custom is to be lenient — the words of the Darkhei
Moshe are: “However, nowadays we can be lenient based
on the same reason we can enter into partnership with
them.” That is, just like we rule in OH 157 that nowadays
we can enter into partnership with them because their
intention is to the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and
although they cojoin the Name of Heaven with another
matter, we have not found that there is a prohibition of
lifnei iver in this regard, because Noahides are not
prohibited against cojoining, and the same is true here.

10. Resp. Nodah BiYehuda, Tinyana, YD, no. 148 (from his
son)

But this very matter that non-Jews are not prohibited from
shituf (joining worship of a Creator God with worship of
other beings) — what do you base this on? This is,
admittedly, commonly said by a number of sages and also
a number of homoletical books have used this idea. But I
have toiled and not found this ruling, neither in the two
Talmuds — Bavli and Yerushalmi — nor in any one of the
great Rishonim. And if this were true, the Rambam should
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have stated it in Laws of Kings as a rule that non-Jews are
not commanded against shituf (worshiping other gods in
conjunction with God)., and why did he leave this rule
out? And a further proof that there is no difference
between Jew and non-Jew, is an explicit braitta in
Sanhedrin 56b, “Regarding idolatry — everything that a
Jewish court would execute for, Noahides are prohibited
against.” And Rambam rules this way in Laws of Kings,
9:2. Behold it is a general rule that all that a Jew would be
executed for, Noahides are also prohibited against...

11. Meiri, Avoda Zara, 2a, s.v. Yesh

The real explanation [that we may do business with
Christians on Sunday] appears to me as follows: All these
rulings [regarding non-Jews] were only said in reference to
those who worship pagan gods and their images and their
idols, but in these days all is permitted. And what is stated
in the Gemara “[According to Rabbi Ishmael,] one may
never do business Natzri.” — I explain that word as derived
from the verse in Jeremiah: “watchers (notzrim) come
from a far country” (Jer. 4:16). Jeremiah calls that nation
Notzrim from the name Nevuchadnezar, and it is well
known that the image of the sun was in Babylon and the
entire nation of Nevuchadnezar would worship it. And
you already know that the day of dominion of the sun is
Sunday, and thus that day was referred to as the day of
Natzri.

12. Meiri, Avoda Zara, 26a, s.v. Harbeh

We have seen many people who are astounded that
nowadays no one is the least bit careful regarding these
prohibitions. And we have already explained the primary
intention of this work (i.e., the Gemara), regarding which
nations it is referring to, as is evident in the phrase “the
holidays” — that the nations are all those early nations that
were not constrained by religious norms and cleaved to and
were persistent in their worship of idols and stars and
talismans. For all these things and similar matters are the
essence of idolatry, as has been explained.

13. Meiri, Brakhot 57b, s.v. HaRoeh

One who sees Jewish synagogues that are settled should
say, “Blessed [is He who] establishes the boundary of the
widow,” and if they are destroyed, he should say, “Blessed
is the true Judge.” The houses of worship of idol
worshippers and other earlier faiths that were not
restrained in the ways of religion, and those are they who
are constantly referred to in the Talmud as “Nations of the
World” — whoever sees these houses when they are settled
and tranquil should say, “The house of the haughty, God
should wipe away.” When they are destroyed one should
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say, “The Lord is a vengeful God.” Janmnpr
14. Iggrot Hari'yah, Rav Kook, letter 89 ,71I7 PNY' DNNAN "2, AR NNaR .14

V"o MR
... The real correct position is like the opinion of the DAY 2V PRAT NVTD R POVIY ...
Meiri, that all the nations which are constrained by proper 1S OIR 1°2 0°1137 0°01A°12 DT oW
interpersonal laws are to be considered in the category of 99797 592 2% 2935 2°AWRI 120 o5
ger toshav (resident alien) regarding all issues of human 5w OLWHI AR O O QIR .OTRG

rights and responsibilities. However, even were we to say

. .. . ...0°NR O°P010
as is the general position of the other decisors... o
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17. Frankfurt on the Hudson, Steve Lowenstern, p. 153

This liberal attitude towards secular culture took forms in German Orthodoxy that were inconceivable in
eastern Europe. One memoir tells of the excursions of high school students that the Orthodox rabbi Joseph
Carlebach (who was a bit more liberal than the Breuer family) led to the Rhineland. “He spent a full day
with the boys in the Cathedral of Cologne, expertly explaining every detail of the statues, the glass
windows, the ornaments, and the intricacies of the Catholic faith and ritual; but I was not allowed to
participate, being a Cohen who may not be under the same roof with a corpse or with tombs.”*’

Footnote 25: Haim H. Cohen, “Joseph Carlebach,” YBLI 5 (1960), p. 66. Cohen continues: “I relate this
episode because I think it is significant for the portrait of the man: on the one hand the freedom from
preconceived notions of the inaccesibility of non-Jewish places of worship and non-Jewish ritual art; and
on the other hand the strict and unbending adherence to the letter of the Jewish law, no matter how
meaningless it may appear to have become. When questioned about the manifest discrimination between
the injunctions he honoured and injunctions he disregarded, he would readily reply that the prohibitions
relating to non-Jewish places and articles of worship applied only to heathen and not to theistic religions,
and than any later extensions of the rule were prompted by the then justified fear of conversion to
Christianity... a fear that ... no longer existed.”
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Il. Problems with Entering a Non-Jewish House of Worship

A. General Distance / Danger

1. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 17a (.7) "t nTY
“Remove thy way far from her” (Prov. 5:8) - this which refers to 5RY,MN I - 7977 hvn pana
heresy (minut); “And come not nigh to the door of her house.” — MW - 002 0D 9K 27PN
this refers to the ruling power. 17 - 7077 9591 P NRT XX
There are some who apply, “Remove thy way from her” to heresy fND X 27PN 7R, Mwam mrn
as well as to the ruling power, and, “and come not nigh to the ;X701 27 MR 77901 A7 T - N2
door of her house” to a harlot. And how far is one to keep away? MR V2R

Said R. Hisda: Four cubits.

2. Bavli, Shabbat, 116a TOP 9T DAY Ndon 211 TN
The gilyonim (acc. to Saul Lieberman: the Christian 3197 ONIR PP2°XN PR 711 2901 20110
Testaments) and the books of the minim, we may not save NR 27IP 972 MK 001 20,
them from a fire. R. Jose said: On weekdays one must cut TR DM W LTI T MRS
out the Divine Names which they contain, hide them, and 2799 1% DXW ,°32 AN FIOPK <1970 *27

burn the rest. R. Tarfon said: May I bury my son if [ would
not burn them together with their Divine Names if they

came to my hand. For even if one pursued him (my son) to
slay him, or a snake pursued him to bite him, he may enter

,172W MNDIRT DRI ANIR AWK OIRY
7 WA A2 PR 9717 QTR 170K
DI21 PRI ,I7T ATV 1Y 0191 — WIS

an idolatrous Temple [for refuge], but not the houses of T PO 190N R YW N7
these [people], for the latter know (of God) yet deny [Him], 21027 19V I 10N PR - 190
whereas the former are ignorant and deny [Him], and of no71 [AnR] (NR) H1INPYYSE MR
them the Scriptures say “And behind the doors and the J170T DAY ANTAM

posts has thou set up thy memorial.” (Is. 57:8).

3. Sefer Hasidim, 435, (ed. Bolognia, 1357-8, ed. Firma) n"7n 'o ,0'T'ON 190
A certain Jew entered into a courtyard of an idol (church?) N2 VAW RXOWI 1"V 802 07 TR O
and when he came out he heard a heavenly voice which TN T MR NOW CNINRY TRY NP
said: “And Me you have cast behind your back” (Kings I, 5y

14:9). And he fasted his entire life.
P12 DRWY VAN 1Y N°22 70 TR UR

532 31 NN 17 AR MIWYS A0 17 MNa
WY 191 7Ivnn maw

A certain person when into a house of idolatry and had
remorse. He asked an elder to tell him what to do, and [the
elder] said, on that day, every year, you should fast. And so

he did.

4. Shulkhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah, 150:1 N [n'0 YT NI Ny NI
It is a mitzvah to distance oneself from idolatry four NINR "7 092010 NTIAY 7T PRINTY MR
cubits.

5. Iggrot Moshe, OH 4:40.26 1" NIR N 'O T 7N 0N NIIR N"aN
Regarding whether children can play ball in a hall that is QIR NI PINW2 2T PINWH 7272
connected to a church — it is definitely forbidden, evenif gy prw A% MOR X7 2"MOYT T29°NY 7w
there are no images there, for “Distance from it your 'Y M T 270D 0T YR pRNaT Y

ways” — this is heresy (AZ 17) — and those who would 7397 07 X7 DT Do T a7
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seduce and push off the path are many and are found there
in great number. The opposite is what is warranted — one
must teach the children to distance themselves from there,
and that it is a place that is abominable and disgusting.
And even if the place is needed for a yeshiva, one cannot
allow it, and with more money another place can be
found.

6. Letter of Rav Eliezer Berkovitz, 1984 (to be published
by Dr. Marc Shapiro in Millin Havivin)

And if one were concerned about the beauty, etc. of the
churches — there is no question that the Jewish people
have already conquered the desire for avodah zara many
generations ago. In particular this is true regarding
Christianity, from which we have suffered over hundreds
of years — it is obvious that the vast majority of the people
do not feel even a hint of an inclination in its direction.
The situation was completely different in the Middle
Ages. Jews at that time were under constant pressure
from the Church to convert. Through conversion to
Christianity they would have been able to escape
persecution and killings. In such a situation, it was
possible to understand that Jews in those days who visited
churches would have been — even unwittingly — exposed
to constant seduction, and similarly there was a concern
that they would be influenced by the glory and wealth of
the Church.

Today the situation is completely different. It is only a
tiny minority of the Jews who find any value in
Christianity, for example, the terrible group “Jews for
Jesus” in the United States. Jews today are not influenced
at all from the glory and the icons in the churches. It is
exactly that glory and all that is connected to it in modern
life that is an abomination to them...
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B. Marit Ayin — Outward Appearance of Sin

Not going into a city?

1. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 11b

Mishna. A city that has within it an idol [or: ‘an
idolatrous festival’] - it is permitted outside it; if the
idol [or: ‘idolatrous festival’] is outside it, it is
permitted within it. How about going there? If the
road leads solely to that place, it is forbidden; but if
one can go by it to any other place, it is permitted.

2. Rambam, Mishna Commentary, 1:4

Because it is totally forbidden to enter a city that has
within it an idol, all the more so [it is forbidden] to
live there and all the more so to do business there...
And therefore you should know that any city of the
Christian nation (in standard editions: “any city of the
nation”) that has in it an altar, that is to say, a place of
their worship, which is a house of idolatry without a
doubt — it is forbidden to intentionally pass through
that city, and all the more so to live there. But God
has given us over in their hands that we must live in
their cities against our will, to fulfil the statement
“And there you shall serve foreign gods, the work of
men’s hands, wood and stone” (Deut. 4:8). And if
this is the law regarding the city, all the more so
regarding a house of idolatry itself, that it is
practically forbidden for us to see it, and certainly to
draw near to it, and certainly to enter it.

What type of acts are problematic?

3. Rashba, Avoda Zara, 12a, s.v. Bizman

Nevertheless we can learn from here that even
regarding the a Jew who lives in a city where a pagan
festival is taking place may not enter the street where
there is the idol (or idolatrous festivities), if that street
does not open up into other markets, because people
will suspect him of going there to worship, according
to Rashi’s explanation. And it is thus certainly
forbidden to ever enter into a courtyard of an idol, and
even to speak with someone, because of suspicion.
And it is possible that even for the benefit of the
masses, and even regarding a matter of life and death,
it is forbidden to enter there. And one can bring a
proof to this matter from what is said later regarding
not drinking from the well in front of the idol, and the
Gemara says that this is referring even to a case where
one may die if he does not drink. And all of this is
only forbidden because of the suspicion of onlookers.
Here to (regarding entering a courtyard), since there is
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the suspicion of idolatry, it is forbidden even for a life
and death purpose. All of this is what appears to me

according to Rashi’s explanation that the concern is 7‘73‘7 90K X597 205 2"1 717° 027 297 020 DAy
that it looks like one is going there to worship. AR9M DOXIPNN DO *0Y T'Y S T2 K9R
But Rabbeinu Yonah writes that they only forbade IRII R KOW MOR 729071 aw 02375 Mmpn
going there during a pagan market festival, because the 7°y2 %2R 1"'v 72991 771007 79N o TR
pagans gather from many places and go there. In such IRWA QW 29 PRI TR 2 W VWY
a case it is forbiddep so that one'does not look like he Y oW 17 7270 1I0RW XA KD NIMPY
is one of them — going to do business and to honor the T RNDOWNA RIM ,PTWANY DX KT NINR

idol. But in a city where they have a pagan market day 21T N3Y 7T IMKD PO PR T NN
but people do not come from all around, we have not 79 338N X5 0™ W TR "33 T "2 79

found that the Rabbis forbade going there to go to by T KoK O b ~1OX TR K3
another city, for people will not come to suspect them. TIP3 ROR QW 77 71777 MOR PR RO7X

And we teach in the Tosefta: ‘A market festival that is OYLM ORW 71871 "NANDW 7 DR 23 1Y
on that path, one may not go on that path.” And since T2WID ARTI2 15w 93 MOK 7237 T IRNW
this ruling was given only regarding a market festival :5"10 ,772v°

and not regarding a general pagan festival, we may
infer that it is only forbidden to go on that path during
a market festival. But nevertheless, what I wrote
earlier appears correct. For if because of the concern
that it looks like one is giving it honor it is forbidden,
certainly it is forbidden when it looks like one is going
to worship.

Does context make a difference?

4. Ritva, Avoda Zara, 11b, s.v. Matnitin 'Inn n"T (R T NTIAY XKMoN
And it (the concern of onlookers) is the proper explanation, JIPWNT 1R M2 RTT XIT 7101 QYD)
because in the Gemara it states that we are concerned for Xo7 STIXT 1130 7190 P2 PO TTWRY
suspicion. And even in a case of risk of life — like one who is A"V 9TAR 5993 KO NORD CNY KD ORT
thirsting for water and if he does not drink he will die. And it DI TOK T %9591 712Y° IR 3w

is included under the category of appurtenances of idolatry,
regarding which one must die rather than transgress. And "
according to this it is forbidden to enter into a house of idolatry 23K 72723V XD NON D 0127
in a place where the non-Jews enter only for the purpose of 0127 12ITW W NT? A oW W DX
idolatry. But if there is a yard for holding court cases, or if it is TIT oW M1 W oI Mwy? v
the practice to enter there to do other needs, or it is the practice 07 7097 D1PMA PORY NN KT
to pass through there as a shortcut — it is permitted. And even 7777 PR ORW 10T K2 7Y 7107 7202

D7 PP PRY 21pn2 3" b

just for the purpose of saving oneself from a financial loss. 772 XX D21 201 2P IMRY NINN
And it is like that which we read in the mishna, that if the path 191 R 7R ROITIOR TMWYL 0N
was not solely directed towards that place it is permitted. And ~ gyynoy "I TAVAY 1A AWM 1IN
anything similar to this it is permitted to make it a shortcut, for SITY SR01 P T 7D TR RV

that is an embarrassment for it. And so they said in the
Yerushalmi: What about passing in front of the idol? Pass
before it and close your eyes.

5. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 43b (:an) N1 NTIAY
Do we, however, take into account the suspicion [that o0 AW RNW°ID "2 R 2RTWA 11000 M
an object might be worshipped]? Behold in the =59 999y 1M LRUITIR 7772 MPIRT RYTITI2
Synagogue of Shaph-weyathib in Nehardea a statue WP R L2 1980 T 9RIMWT IR
was set up; yet Samuel's father and Levi entered it and XY 0% IRTW

prayed there without worrying about the possibility of
suspicion! It is different when there are many people
together.
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How do we rule?
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6. Shulkhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah, 150:3 A2 [A'0 YT MM NY N7V
Rema: Some say that anything which is forbidden LU DORI7 0197 KPR OR IPRY 957 R A0
only because of outward appearance, like in this case OX NN OK 730 1272 7190 W oK, 172 P
(drinking from water coming out of the mouth of an 5RY 3T DA T2 PRI MWD N AN KD
idol) — if there is a risk to life, for example, if he will W 030 W 0w (12T P M) My

die if he does not drink — it is permitted to drink, and

.. . . . DORVIY WX ,077°7322 092210 NTIAY DX 30
this is not included in the rule of dying rather than ’ v

MANWa? 0K ,2°11M7 7170 22197 5an NNY

transgressing.

IPRW 772 P71 ,07°197 Y2107 oA IR 0
Legders or' priests who have an.idolatrous image.on D"I99 QPP IR (1IN 1TONIY M IR
their clothing, or who carry an image of the sun in OX12 0TI MANWM Y2107 °0° 11 . ORI TP

front of them, as is the custom among bishops — it is
forbidden to prostrate to them or to remove one’s hat PO OIR 072513 NT13Y 3°TRE O ST
in their presence. And one must act only in a way that '

does not appear like idolatry... so one must remove WA P ,07320 NTIAYD DINNYR W Y7
his hat and bow down before they arrive. And some M2 W1 .(1" 7 019K " w3 o)
are lenient in the matter since it is known that even SANWRTT X200
those who worship idols do not remove their hat or

bow down to the idols but only to the personage. And

it is good to be strict like the first opinion.

2RI 1272 PP W (/1"ep/ 18R 100 1''N)

7. Darkei Moshe, Yoreh Deah, 149:1 N:Onp ,NYT NI' ,nwn DT
And it appears according to this that even to enter T2°% A0 1"V 12 WOw RAR ART 7999 RN
into a courtyard that has an idol is permitted, since IORT 1T K20 WIRATY 53 11090 2 DR
Rabbeinu Yonah and the Rosh hold that it is only 997 INDA KT TN O°2 00 2OV KON 0K
forbidden when there is a pagan market festival. -

Thus, when this is not the case, it is permitted...

8. Shulkhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah, 149:1-2 2-X:0N7 |N'0 YT NI Ny NI
Rema: A courtyard of [a house of] idolatry — some 5w °Y3 177 K" ,0°2010 NTIAY W X A
say it is like the city that is having an idolatrous PRY 12121 ,(R"2w7 awa 1) 222910 N7V
festival, and at the time when the idolaters are not 019" 9NN U-ngjnﬁ oW O°¥apnn 0°2313 ST
gathering for their idolatrous worship, it is PV 93T K™ (VIR 70 ' 0w M) o

permitted to enter there. And some say that it is
forbidden under all circumstances if the path does 5y T919h 5
not go from there to another place. But when the l?'mn 191.MR K1Y 72192 , N Q17 12
path goes from there to another place, all agree that (R"2W7) MR DPRY AWM T 7779 LD
it is permitted. And such is the common practice to 12 W DX 12 77°7 PAANTY X 70N N n'm
go via the courtyard to another place. And 502 YRwn 121 ¥"'7) I3 IXP NANXR 17
nevertheless it is an act of chasidut to distance .2"np 12°0 2°3h owY (D0 700N
oneself from going there if there is another path.

7T PAR ANKR 2PKY 12 72w 71T PR OR ,T0R
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C. Pronhibition of Deriving Benefit

1. Rambam, Laws of Idolatry, 7:2

Idols and their appurtenances and their offerings and
anything made for its sake is forbidden in benefit as it says,
“And you shall not bring an abomination into your house”
(Deut. 7:26). And anyone who benefits from any one of
these objects receives two sets of lashes, one set due to
“And you shall not bring” and one set due to “And nothing
of that which was devoted to destruction shall remain in
your hand” (Deut. 13:18).

2. Rashi, ad. loc.

A shrine — that which was originally built for idolatry, and
they would worship the shrine itself.

If one brough an idol into it — and did not intend to worship
the house and also did not designate it as an appurtenance
of an idol, but brought an idol in it only to be there for a
brief period.

3. Ramban, ad. loc., s.v. He’emid

But Rashi explains: “‘one who brings an idol into it —
and did not intend to worship the house and also did not
designate it as an appurtenance to the idol, but brought

2T 719 01D NTAY "0 0"

591 750 NP PWRWAY 02210 NTAY
R°2N X9 AR IRIT2 NOK 7772w WY
717 19R Do TARA 773737 927 702 PR 723N
X771 DWW NARY XN R W DAR ,2°NY
.07 1 ARIRn 7702 PaT

ov "wn

7 022090 NTAYY 1112 NYRnw — N2
ANy N°A7 DR PTAY

IMTY N°273 NIRY - 032212 NTIAY 19107 02157
N7V WIRWNY 17IZP X2 T12Y7 11001 KD
NTI2¥ 191N 0°1377 AYW "9H KPR 0°201
2’201

Tnyn "7 oY |"am

710N1 R?Y 1"V 1910 0°1977 M5 B "W Dar
YW °9% ROR 1"V wRwnh 18P0 R 1T
TRY NN T 077 DRI 3R2°01 10107 107100

the idol into it only for a brief period of time. IfaJew  ¥2P OW? 7071577 OXW W97 "D, 71072 157X
removed it — it is permitted, and does not required WPy Y SWnwn DR ORI 1219w 17837 70X

2 9

‘annulment’.” A commentary to his commentary — if
an idol was brought into the house to be there
permanently, the non-Jew must annul it (before it can
be permitted) — for the entire house would become
forbidden on the basis of appurtenances to idols. But
this is difficult to me. For if this is so (that it was there
temporarily), why must it be removed, even while it is
there the house should be permitted! And perhaps as
long as the idol is there it is rabbinically forbidden as a
safeguard agains a permanent house of an idol.

4. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 16a, 19b

MISHNA. But one may join them (pagans) in building
bimasaot, pedestals [for altars] (or dimasaot, public baths)
and also private baths. When however he reaches the
vaulted chamber in which the idol is placed he must not
build.

GEMARA. When, however, he reaches the vaulted chamber
in which the idol is placed [he must not build]. Said R.
Eleazar in the name of R. Johanan: If, however, he did
build, the pay he received is permitted. This surely is
obvious: it is a case of appurtenances of idols, and
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appurtenances of idols, whether according to R. Ishmael or
according to R. Akiba, are not forbidden till actually
worshipped.

The definition of appurtenances

5. Rashi, Avoda Zara, 16a, s.v. Bimasaot

Bimasaot — for they are appurtenances of
appurtenances to idols.

6. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 44b

MISHNAH. Proclos, son of a philosopher, put a question to
Rabban Gamaliel in Acco when the latter was bathing in the
bath of Aphrodite. He said to him, “It is written in your
Torah, ‘And there shall cleave nought of the devoted thing to
thine hand’ (Deut. 13:18) Why are you bathing in the bath of
Aphrodite?” He replied to him, “We may not answer
[questions relating to Torah] in a bath.” When he came out,
he said to him,

“I did not come into her domain, she has come into mine.
Nobody says, the bath was made as an adornment for
Aphrodite; but he says, Aphrodite was made as an adornment
for the bath.

Another reason is, if you were given a large sum of money,
you would not enter the presence of a statue reverenced by
you while you were nude or had experienced seminal
emission, nor would you urinate before it. But this [statue of
Aphrodite] stands by a sewer and all people urinate before it.
[In the torah] it is only stated, their gods — i. e., what is
treated as a deity is prohibited, what is not treated as a deity
is permitted.”

GEMARA. ... Rabbah b. ‘Ulla said: [It can be shown that
the reply was] fallacious from the fact that he told him,
‘Nobody says, the bath was made as an adornment for
Aphrodite, but Aphrodite was made as an ornament for the
bath.” And if one said that the bath was made as an
adornment for Aphrodite, what of it? For it has been taught:
If one says, ‘This house is for an idol, this cup is for an idol,’
he has said nothing because there can be no dedication to an
idol! ‘But I maintain that [his answer]| was not fallacious.’
Granted that [the use of the bath] is not actually forbidden, it
is nevertheless intended as an ornament [of the idol, and is
consequently prohibited].

A house as an appurtenance

7. Bavli, Avoda Zara, 47b

MISHNAH. There are three types of shrines (lit. houses):
a shrine originally built for idolatrous worship — behold

this is prohibited. If a man plastered and tiled [an
ordinary house] for idolatry and renovated it, one may
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remove the renovations. If he had only brought an idol AT 0 - IRYXIT 2°2010 NTIAY 7909 07307
into it and taken it out again, [the house] is permitted. Amn

How do we rule regarding building and entering?

8. Shulkhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah, 145:3 29'WO0 NNj [n'0 YT MI' JNY [N7IY
A shrine that was originally built that it should be 191,72V1 1MRY NP2 RTW A900N IR12W N2
worshipped, and similarly if one worships a built house, LIRITA MO 7T 5,12 Mok mnnwni

behold it is forbidden in benefit... If one brought an idol ~ yy9p AT 99,027 TN 0°3910 NTIAY 017
into a house, the house is forbidden in benefit as long as 197 T RN R MoK 10T oW
the idol is there. Once it is removed, the house is ’ ’
permitted.

Rema: And this is only as long as the house has not been 238,797 IJ’:TI FIEPYT XOW RPNTY 11T
designated for that purpose. If, however, if it is oWn AR 3R XIX MM WK 127 7¥PIA
designated for that purpose it is not permitted unless the V) QW TIW 071377 RIW 11T 2103 7T
idol was removed in the way of annulment, that is with .(C"wn owa
the intent not to bring it back in there.

Is it clear that a church shares this definition?

9. Responsa of Rosh, 19:17 T [n'o v D YN IN N"IY
That which you asked regarding one who ran and entered a N33 730°7 DI1211 112 WK YV . NYRYW
fortified church to save himself [is it allowed]? It seems to L7721 °N9T I NOPAR 021010 NTAY
me that there is no prohibition or sin in the matter. 2272 Y MOK PRY D 7RI, XD 27D

And this (entering into a church) is not similar to healing
oneself with wood from an asheira. For there the reason it
is forbidden (even when one’s life is at stake) is because the
Jew will think that there is some power in the idol and will
come to be drawn after it, since the healing is dependant on

1197 QN7 WK OXYA RDINAY AT RN
MWAn YW DRI 11207 DWW ,RAVY
71°0,77N2 Jwnan? SNRY 2°2210 NTava
DWn K71 ,7IWR PXY3A 7190 IR

the asheira wood. But it is not forbidden merely because 7AW OR 191 ...0°3313 NTIAYND NI
he benefits from an idol... And also if the idolaters actina ~ 2°%777 ,0°2212 NTI2Y °N22 117P 1371 02201
degrading way towards their houses of idolatry, to have it T PR KD AT 2°2w3 L1007 120
serve as a refuge for fugitives, this will not lead anyone to N7V WO M N0 DWW 1T PRT L,TN2
be drawn after idolatry. For the protection that it affords is X9R MIRDINTY 110K ROT , TP 0%
not due to any strength or power that the ido_l has. And in NTIAY TPXY XOTW ,NTAVIT TR SXYN
addition, they only prohibited using an asheira which was POIIAY M2 YA 1Y TINNWM 00291

worshipped, that it itself was an idol and was worshipped.
But a house that an idol was brought into is not called an
idol, as we taught in the mishnah: There are three houses,
etc. (Avoda Zara 47b).

N2V RIPI IR L0021 NTIAY 7N
Joron o2 ("n a"Y) 1InTo ;000

Statues as idols

10. Rabeinu Yerucham, 17:4 T 70 ™ am onn 0
And it is possible that regarding our non-Jews who do %3 7377 7712¥2 2°P17R Q1RW 119W 02137 IWOK]
not cleave to idolatry — all that they manufacture on AW ATY X 9177 TWR NIX 29992 DWW o0
their vessels — the image of Madonna and child, or the 215 KOR WY 2R 19V 19N 7R 290

image of a cross and a person hanged from it — they
only make these for decorative purposes and they are
all permitted in benefit... But it is appropriate to be
strict in doubts regarding Biblical prohibitions.

PDD2 MANTY IR .L..0910 7RI 20N
77N MOKR
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11. Sefer Teshuvot Rabbenu Gershom Me’or HaGolah

Regarding what you asked about the vestments of the
priests that they use when the sing to their avodah
zara and there are those who say that they are
appurtenances of avodah zara and forbidden. One can
rely on the statement of R. Yochanan that non-Jews
outside of the Land of Israel are not worshippers of
avodah zara, and therefore it is permissible to do
business with them on their holy days. Now, since
appurtenances are not forbidden until the idol is
worshipped... and since they are not worshippers of
avodah zara, therefore although they worship avodah
zara, it is not considered avodah zara. Certainly the
idol itself is forbidden, as we taught — the idol of a
non-Jew is forbidden immediately, whether
worshipped or not. Therefore, in matters similar to
this were one’s livelihood is dependant on this — leave
it to them, better they should be unintentional, and not
willful.

12. Shulkhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah, 141:1

Rema: Figures (of the cross) that they bow down to,
the law regarding them is like that of an idol, and they
are forbidden [in benefit] unless they have been
nullified. But those that they hang around their neck
as a remembrance, are not called idols and are
permissible.

13. Shakh, Sulkhan Arukh YD 151:17

This is difficult, because we see that they do bring
idols into their homes, even on a permanent basis.
And it is difficult to say that because nowadays
they are not true idolaters that we would not
consider their images to be idols. And it is
possible that in the time of the Rema they did not
bring idols into their homes on a permanent basis,
like the Rosh and Tur write regarding their

times. ..

14. Responsa Yehuda Ya’aleh, Y.D. I: 170 (Hungary,
19" Century).

Regarding the matter that in your place the priests and
the masses are strict that at the time when they have a
procession with idols and images on their holiday —
which falls every year on Shabbat during Pesach —
and they honor it with lights and they command the
Jews who live in that marketplace that the procession
is taking place to light candles as well...
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And nowadays, where they are not real idolaters, their
images are not considered to be idols, as Shach writes
in Yoreh Deah, 151:17.(1!)

15. Yaskil Avdi, 4: OH 34 (R. Ovadya Hoadah)

Regarding your question in the matter of the large
synagogue in Singapore that the enemy came and
desecrated it, and when it was under the control of the
enemy they took out all the sifre Torah that were in
the aron, and they put it their place an idol of that
man and images...

Behold, as far as the sanctity of the place is
concerned, the matter is obvious that the sanctity of
the synagogue and the aron remain... The matter is a
argument from minor to major from that case to ours,
for in our time they do not worship avodah zara, and
they only use place images in their church as a
remembrance. And even this image that was placed
there was not placed their for the purpose of worship,
but only for a remembrance for that man. Thus there
is certainly no basis for concern, and they can pray
there as they have in times past.

The sanctuary as an appurtenance

16. Responsa Ayn Yitzchak, O.H. I:1 (Yitzchak
Elchanan Spector).

I was asked regarding a certain house that was rented
for a number of years as a non-Jewish house of
worship and now has been purchased by Jews. Is it
permitted to make it a synagogue?

Answer... Behold, in my opinion there is room to be
lenient on a different basis, according to what is
explained in Yoreh Deah 143:2 that one may build ab
initio the reception hall that has the vaulted chamber
in it. And this is also Rashi’s explanation in Avoda
Zara (16a) that appurtenances of appurtenances are
allowed. Therefore, even if we say that there was
some idol in their house of worship, nevertheless they
place it in the vaulted chamber or in a box and place
this on the ground. Thus, the structure and the ground
are only appurtenances of appurtenances and we have
not found that these are forbidden for Divine use.
And certainly for mitzvah use where the only problem
(after its been annulled) is because it is loathsome.

17. Beiur Halakha, 154, s.v. Nerot

See in the Mishna Brurah what we wrote regarding using
a church as a synagogue, that the Magen Avraham writes
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Entering Into Churches and Mosques - Rabbi Dov Linzer

in the name of Re’eim to be lenient. The opinion of the
Eliyahu Rabbah is that Re’eim never intended to be
lenient to use it as a permanent synagogue. And
regardless, you should be aware that this discussion is
only if they never placed an idol inside the building. ... In
such a case Magen Avraham is inclined to think that the
status of an ‘adornment’ or appurtenance of an idol never
applied to the building, because there was never an idol
in there, and it was only used for a place where they
worshipped their gods... But if they placed their idols in
there and the status of an appurtenance of an idol thus
applies to the house and it becomes forbidden in benefit
even not for synagogue use (see Yoreh Deah 145:3 in the
Rema) [it is then clearly forbidden to be used as a
synagogue. |

And you cannot respond based on Yoreh Deah 143:2
where it is written that one can build with an idolater the
reception hall or the courtyard where the vaulted chamber
will be placed ab initio, and thus infer that the house is
not considered to be an appurtenance to an idol. [This is
a false argument] because there in the house there is no
idol, rather the idol is placed on the cupola on top of the
house and therefore the house is considered to be only an
appurtenance to an appurtenance to the idol itself. This is
not the case, however, when the entire house is
designated for the placing of idols to be worshipped. In
such a case the house itself is a full appurtenance to the
idol and is stated explicitly in Yoreh Deah 145:3 in the
Rema. And thus it is without a doubt forbidden to be
used in a mitzvah purpose even after annulment. And I
saw that a certain gadol was inclined to be lenient with
the argument that since the idol was placed in a box the
house was only an appurtenance to an appurtenance. And
his position does not appear to be correct, for in fact it is
known that they have many idols which stand exposed on
the ground and on the walls, and regardless his basic
position that because of this indirectness the house would
only be considered an appurtenance of an appurtenance is
incorrect, since regardless the house is designated for the
idols.

Some definitions of “benefit”
18. Shulkhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah, 142:15

It is forbidden to hear the music of idolatrous worship
or to gaze at the beauty of idols since one benefits by
looking.

19. Birkey Yosef, ad. loc.

From here is an explicit prohibition against those who
entire a house of idolatry to look at their arts.
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Entering Into Churches and Mosques - Rabbi Dov Linzer

D. Responsa

1. Shut Benei Banim, 3:35

The root of idolatry is the physicality of God... And
all this (the emphasis on images and idols) exists in
Catholic and Orthodox and Anglican Christianity, but
since Luther, Protestant churches have abandoned the
prostration to images... and in their case even the
image of Jesus on the cross is not an idol.

Nevertheless, most Protestant churches believe in the
Trinity and perform the Mass, and since they accept
Jesus upon themselves as a god it is forbidden to enter
into their churches. And only the Unitarians and a
few other denominations do not believe in the divinity
of Jesus, and their churches are not houses on
idolatry, and it is permitted to enter into them not
during the time of worship, just as it is permitted to
enter into a mosque. Nevertheless, one should not do
such because of suspicion, because people do not
distinguish between one type of church and another.

2. Yechaveh Da’at, 4:45

And I am astounded over Mahri Assad in his responsa
Yehuda Ya’aleh (YD 170), where he is inclined to be
lenient in our case, by ruling that their image (lit. idol)
is not considered to be an idol. And his words are
incomprehensible, for behold, Rambam rules that
Christian worship is considered idolatry. And so have
ruled all the decisors. And so I have seen in Minchat
Eliezer (1:53.3)... and he concludes that it is
considered true idolatry....

And Rabbi Yehuda HaHasid writes in Sefer
Chasidim...

And the Hida writes in Brit Olam (435) in the name of
his grandfather Rabbi Avraham Azulai, author of
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Entering Into Churches and Mosques - Rabbi Dov Linzer

Chesed L’ Avraham, that one who enters into a church
is under the wings of the Other Side of Impurity, and
it impurifies him slowly, slowly, and he will not
realize that his soul is in jeopardy...

And Rabbi David Zilberstein writes in Shvilei David
(154) that the prohibition of entering into a Christian
church is a Biblical prohibition, and therefore cannot
be allowed because of a concern for hatred.

And Rabbi Eliezer Deutch in Pri HaSadeh (2:4) was
asked regarding the men of a Jewish community who
were invited on a memorial day for one of the heads
of state and they entered into a church for a burial
ceremony. And he responded that there is no question
that they have transgressed a serious prohibition
which contains within it the root of idolatry, and that
even under considerations of hatred that may result
there is no basis to allow it. And woe to the
generation that such a grave sin occurred in its time.
And they definitely require atonement, and they must
repent completely, and Hashem should forgive them
for the whole nation has erred...

In conclusion: The matter is clear that it is absolutely
forbidden to enter into Christian churches. And it is
the responsibility of tour guides to be very careful
about this matter, that they should not stumble nor
cause others — those who are visiting Israel — to
stumble by bringing them into churches, which would
be the transgression of putting a stumbling block
before the blind.

3. Yabia Omer, vol. 7, Yoreh Deah, 12

And thus it appears that the Arab mosques do not
have the status of houses of idolatry, and it is
permitted to enter into them... And thus it is also
permitted to pray in an Arab mosque... And so, in an
Arab mosque, where there is no idolatry, and their
prayers are to God with an untainted monotheistic
belief, there is no prohibition to pray there. And I
also saw many great rabbis and righteous individuals
who would pray in the mosque of Ma’arat
HaMachpelah...

4. Tzitz Eliezer, 14:91

We have seen a clear point from these holy words
of Rambam (in his Mishna commentary) — that the
matter is as clear as day that itiis forbidden to enter
into a house of idolatry, and not only that but it is
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practically forbidden to see it. And similarly, on the
basis of the gemara AZ 17a, Shulkhan Arukh YD
150:1 it is a mitzvah to distance oneself from
idolatry 4 cubits, and thus it is clearly prohibited to
enter therein.

And regarding entering into the courtyard, see
Rema, YD 149:2 who states: “Some say it is
allowed ... And some say that it is always forbidden
if the path terminates there...” And it is known that
when Rema writes “Some say... And some say”
that the ruling is like the latter opinion. Thus we
learn that it is forbidden by rule of law under any
circumstance to enter into a courtyard of a church
even when the non-Jews are not gathered there to
pray... And it is thus clear that it is forbidden to
enter the courtyard to see the view.

I will add what is written in Shut Chayim Biyad,
26: “And do not fool yourself to think that
nowadays there is no real idolatry, as some have
ruled in other circumstances. That is regarding the
non-Jews themselves, that they are not to be judged
as idolaters, but there houses of worship — the place
designated for the burning of incense and they
perform rituals which recall earlier forms of
idolatrous worship — even if we grant that it is not
true idolatry, it at very least does not escape from
having a trace of impurity and the Other Side. And
especially when the one who enters in is an Jew,
from a holy seed, that the impure shells cleave to
him as if he entered a beehive, and this is obvious
and logical, and he requires ritual immersion and
lashes and to give the clothing he wore to the poor
that it should be an atonement.” And thus it is clear
that there is no difference between a church and a
monastery that has no images, and in all cases it is
forbidden...

We have learned from the Ran that even the
worship of Muslims and their prostration to their
false prophet has the status of idolatry for all
matters, and thus it is clear that their mosque where
they perform this worship has a status of a house of
idolatry for all matters and it is forbidden to enter
into there. And blessed is our God who separated
us from those who stray and gave us a true Torah.

5. Iggrot Moshe, Yoreh Deah 3:129.6
The prohibition of entering into churches.

It is obvious that it is forbidden to enter into Christian
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churches which is the place where they worship...
And the house of idolatry mentioned in 142:10 (where
it is sometimes permitted to pass through) is not the
place where they do their worship, for then it would
never be allowed to pass through... But in a place
where they worship it is always forbidden.

And things made for the beauty of the idolatrous
house are forbidden in pleasure just like the idols
themselves... And all the images that are there, even
those that are not worshipped, are made to beautify
the idols and the house idolatry, which makes them
forbidden.

And in addition to the prohibition, there is also a
concern of corruption of the faith and values that a
person should desire to go there. And my son, Rav
David told me that the entire purpose (of the art?) was
made to entice and lead astray others through by
attracting them to it. And this is unquestionably
forbidden, to do the will of the non-Jews and to draw
close to them. And thus God forbid that anyone
should go there.

6. Iggrot Moshe, Yoreh Deah 1:68

Regarding your question about a woman architect, if
it is permitted to draw the architectural plans for a
church. What appears correct in my opinion is that it
is permitted, even if there is no concern of hatred. For
even to actually build the structure is permitted
according to Rashi AZ 16a, and according to Tur YD
143 this is also the position of Rambam, and so says
the Biet Yosef that according to Rashi and Rambam
the room is only appurtenances of appurtenances to
idols, and only the dome is actually forbidden...
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