SENIOR JEWISH EDUCATORS

Senior Jewish Educators (SJEs) build educational
relationships with at least 180 uninvolved Jewish
students every year. They mentor and teach the
CEl Interns and meet students through the CEl
Interns’ social networks and through their own
engagement efforts.

The SJE’s approach is based on an understanding of
the developmental stage of emerging adulthood. As
most adults in their late teens and twenties separate
from their parents, they confront the key messages
and values that they have received from family,
community and broader society, and they reconsider
which of these values will form the basis for their
future choices and dreams.

On campus, most students lack formal mentoring
relationships and peer communities through which to
explore these commitments. Students usually do not
or cannot ask their professors their big life questions.
Hillel’s Senior Jewish Educators are unique guides for
students’ journeys, enabling students to explore their

big questions through the lens of Jewish tradition,
and helping each student navigate his/her own
Jewish journey.

At the University of Texas, Senior Jewish Educator
Devora Brustin met on a regular basis with a group

of student artists to study Jewish sources related to
themes of freedom. The students’ study inspired
their art and led to a gallery exhibition of their works
in spring 2009. More than 35 students, most of whom
had never participated in Jewish or Hillel-related
activities, were involved.

At New York University, Rabbi Daniel Smokler was
invited to the AEPi fraternity for a regular “men’s
night” where the brothers gathered with the rabbi to
talk about key questions in their lives. They used the
study of Torah as the lens for conversations about
such topics as parental expectations, personal
aspirations, money and intimacy.

To hear podcasts from Senior Jewish Educators, visit,
www. hillel.org/schmooze




