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Take Two  
By Rabbi Yaakov Love 
 
In this weekôs Parasha, the waters 
above once again combine with the wa-
ters from below. Day and night no 
longer differ, and all vegetation is de-
stroyed from the earth, as is all animal 
and human life. Save for Noach and his 
family, we are brought back to the time 
before creation. Will this second 
Bereshit end better than the first? Simi-
larities and differences between the first 
and second Bereshit are observed. 
 
Animals are created first in the story of 
creation, followed by Adam and Chava. 
In this weekôs Parasha, Noach and his 
family exit the ark before the animals. 
ñLetôs try it this way,ò God appears to be 
saying. 
 
Like Adam, Noach is blessed and com-
manded to procreate and inhabit the 
earth, and he too, is given the fruit of 
the land to eat while being given the 
charge of protecting life. Noach plants a 
vineyard and becomes drunk off of its 
wine. There is an opinion of the Sages 
that the tree Adam and Chava sinned 
with was none other than the grape 
vine. 
 
Noach gets naked. Perhaps in his stu-
por he tries to go back to Eden. Here 
the sequence is reversed. Adam was 
naked first and then ate from the tree. 
Noach drinks first, and then becomes  

naked. Adam was arum, nude; Noachôs na-
kedness is erva, immoral. Adam, it would 
seem, took a step forward when he was em-
barrassed by his nakedness, Noach took a 
step backward. 
 
Curses are handed out to Adam, Chava and 
the serpent, followed by the couple having 
children. One of those children, Cain, brings 
yet another curse down upon himself. 
Noach has no more nachas from one of his 
children, Cham, and that child too receives 
a curse. Adam and Chava sinned against 
their creator, Cain has sinned toward his 
sibling and Cham sins toward his father, his 
ñcreator.ò 
 
After Cain is cursed with exile, we are told of 
his descendantsô technical progress. Here 
we are told of human advancement followed 
by their dispersal. The reason for that dis-
persal is that ñnow nothing they want to do 
can be prevented.ò This has the ring not of 
Cainôs exile, a punishment, but Adamôs, a 
protective measure: ñand now lest he put 
out his hand and take from the tree of life.ò 
The new Eden ends like the old. 
 
Humanity, it seems, keeps going back to 
square one in itôs purpose of being the tze-
lem elokim. Tune in next week to see if one 
man and his descendants representing hu-
manity can succeed and perhaps bring the 
rest of humanity with them. 
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