Rewarding Jewish genius
Rabbi garners prestigious fellowship

by Richard Greenberg

Associate Editor

abbi Dov Linzer has made a name
Rfor himself by professionalizing the
training of Orthodox rabbis, producing
clergy who are known for being progres-
sive, nondogmatic and extraordinarily
sensitive to the needs of their congre-
gants.

He hopes to do the same for another
category of Orthodox rabbis — those
who are in the classroom rather than on
the bima.

The former Silver Spring resident now
has an extra $225,000 to help accom-
plish his goal, thanks to the Avi Chai
Foundation, which last week named
Linzer one of America’s best and bright-
est communal leaders and awarded him
$75,000 per year for three years to
enable him to translate his vision into
reality.

The dean of modern Orthodox
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah Rabbinical
School in New York, Linzer is one of six
recipients (four individuals and a team
of two) of the inaugural Avi Chai
Fellowships, which collectively consti-
tute North America’s largest cash award
to emerging Jewish leaders, according to
the organization.

Due to the magnitude of the grant —
more than $1 million total over three
years — and its goal of spurring trail-
blazing Jewish creativity, the fellowship
has been referred to informally as the
Jewish version of the fabled MacArthur
Foundation “genius” award.

The award granter, the Avi Chai

Foundation, is a New York-based organ-
ization devoted to fostering Jewish liter-
acy, promoting Jewish peoplehood and
strengthening connections with Israel.

“It was a huge surprise,” said Linzer,
41, who, like the other winners, did not
apply for the award, and, in fact, did not
even know he was under consideration
until the highly secretive selection
process was in its final stages.

Linzer, who graduated from Silver
Spring’s Yeshiva of Greater Washington,
said he intends to develop a rabbi-educa-
tor track at YCT that will remedy what
he termed “a dearth of deeply knowl-
edgeable, text-fluent rabbi-educators”
who can promote critical thinking
among students in an “inclusive and
nonjudgmental” environment.

The new track, he said, will prepare
graduates to teach in day schools, yeshi-
va high schools and community schools.
It will parallel YCT’s existing pulpit-
rabbi track and will feature several of
same philosophical hallmarks that have
made that course of study and training
distinctive.

David Stone, who chaired the fellow-
ship selection committee, described
Linzer’s project as “spectacular,” main-
taining that it could have a “very pro-
found effect” in Orthodox educational
circles and elsewhere.

The forum for Linzer’s experiment,
YCT, was founded nine years ago by
Rabbi Avi Weiss in an effort to promote
openness and inclusiveness in the
Orthodox world.

The institution is revered by some and
scorned by others — lauded as a much-

The Silver Spring shuffle

HDI out, HDS in at Congregation Har Tzeon

by Debra Rubin
Editor

youthful racket will continue to

resound on school days at
Congregation Har Tzeon-Agudath
Achim in Silver Spring, with last week’s
announcement that the Conservative
shul will swap one day-school tenant for
another.

Hebrew Day School will lease space at
Har Tzeon to be vacated by the Hebrew
Day Institute, which had announced ear-
lier this year that it would rent larger
quarters at Tikvat Israel in Rockville in
time for the next school term.

The timing was fortuitous, according
to HDS head of school Rabbi David
Serkin, who said school officials were
beginning to sense that officials at the
Silver Spring Jewish Center, where the
school has been housed for more than 30
years and which has a rapidly growing

preschool, “were not sure they wanted
us.”

SSJC’s rabbi, Herzel Kranz, however,
said Friday that he was taken aback by
the announced move because he thought
talks over extension of the school’s
month-to-month rental agreement had
been ongoing.

However, HDS board president Laura
Goldman said she had informed Kranz
as far back as February that the school
was trying to negotiate a lease with Har
Tzeon in order to secure more space to
grow. In addition, she said she promptly
told him last week that the lease — a
three-year agreement — had been

signed.
“We think that a new building would

give us the kind of space we need to
expand our offerings and still be close to
the Silver Spring area where our student
body comes from,” said Lauren Shaham,
a school spokesperson.

Former Silver Spring resident Rabbi Dov Linzer, right, dean of Yeshivat Chovevei
Torah Rabbinic School in New York, confers with then-student, now Rabbi Nissan
Antine, an assistant rabbi and director of education at Beth Sholom Congregation
and Talmud Torah in Potomac. Linzer was recently awarded a $225,000 fellowship

by the Avi Chai Foundation.

needed breath of fresh air for Orthodoxy
by centrists and those to the left, and
derided by those on the right who accuse
the school of being Orthodox in name
only.

“If people weren’t upset, I would think
that we’re not doing something right,”
said Linzer. “As long as they’re accurately
portraying us, OK. But what I object to is
people trying to pervert what we do and
engage in slander and smears.”

Since it opened, YCT has placed 36
rabbinic graduates, 20 of them in
Orthodox pulpits throughout North
America, seven at Hillels or elsewhere on
college campuses and the remainder at
Orthodox day schools or community
schools.

Among those graduates is Nissan
Antine, 29, an assistant rabbi and direc-

tor of education at Orthodox Beth
Sholom Congregation and Talmud
Torah in Potomac.

He termed Linzer “a great role model
and mentor,” who combines brilliant
scholarship, “intellectual honesty” and
“tremendous sensitivity” in seeking to
“understand human needs and the
human condition.”

The other Avi Chai Fellowship
awardees are Betsy Dolgin Katz, North
American director of the Florence
Melton Adult Mini-School; Rabbi Elie
Kaunfer, co-founder of the organization
Mechon Hadar; Rabbi Menachem
Schmidt, founder of the Lubavitch
House at the University of Pennsylvania;
and joint participants Ariel Beery and
Aharon Horwitz, co-founders of the
PresenTense Group.

Chaya Kranz does face painting for youngsters attending the 2006 Purim carnival
at the Hebrew Day School in Silver Spring. HDS is moving to Congregation Har

Tzeon-Agudath Achim in Silver Spring.

The relocation, she said, will give HDS
access to a library/media room, two
additional classrooms, a large social hall
for supplementary activities and a mod-
ern playground.

In addition, Serkin said, “being the

sole tenant gives us a lot more flexibility,
as opposed to sharing the facility with
the nursery school.”

HDS has 85 students, and Shaham

See HDS, next page

Washington Jewish Week « May 22, 2008 9




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


