May 15-26, 2009/
22 Iyar 5769
Parshiot BeharBechukotai

Letting Go To Hold On
By Rabbi Avidan Freedman
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In these days of scarcity, of tightening belts
and reconsidering priorities, the words of
Parshiot Behar and Bechukotai carry with
them a message from Sinai about how to
hold on to what is most dear to us.
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The idea, then, is counter-intuitive and
provocative. One's love for the land must
exist within the framework of a belief that
fundamentally, no person has absolute
ownership of the land- 'For the land is
Mine, and you are but strangers and
settlers to me' (25:23). If a person's love
for the land blinds them to that transcendent truth, and prevents them, at the right
time and in the right conditions, from
relinquishing their ownership, they cannot
hold onto it, and their love will turn into
repulsion. Shemita and Yovel teach us
that, in order to hold on to something dear,
what's needed is the consciousness that
allows you to let go.
The parasha of Yovel is always read in
close proximity to Shavuot, as the 50th
year hopes to spread its message to the
50th day, the day of our acceptance of
Torah. Just as a deep love of the land of
Israel is important, precious, and
dangerous, so too is a deep love of Torah
important, precious and dangerous. We
(and this we encompasses literally
everyone and anyone) are not the sole
proprietors of Torah. No one human being
has exclusive rights to it, no one other
than God can fully lay claim to it. We make
that idea real by being willing to relinquish
sole ownership of Torah, in the right times,
and in the right conditions. When our love
of Torah makes us blind to that fact, we
run the risk of losing it, of making it
repulsive.
As Shavuot approaches this year, as
resources are scarce and we wonder how
to hold on to what is most dear and
precious, individually and nationally, we
are tempted to circle the wagons, to
consolidate and solidify the exclusiveness
of our ownership. Behar and Bechukotai,
Geula and Gi'ul, remind us that if we are to

hold on, we need to recognize that all that
we have we hold as a sacred trust from
the one true Owner, and to know when
and how to let go in order to hold on.
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